

Loues Labour slope 

Longastifl'l amrefolu’d,’cis but a three yeerei fafts 
The mmde jhatt banquet, though the body pine. 

Fat paunches haue leanc pates : and daimie bits 
Make rich the ribs, but banquerout the wits. 

Humane . MylouingLord, Humane ismomficd 3 
The groiler manner of thefe worlds delights. 

He throwes vpon the grolle worlds bafer flaucs : 

Toloue, to wealth, topompc I pine and die, 

With all thcl'e liuing in Philofophie. 

Bercwne, I can but lay their protcftationcucr,; 

So much, deerc JLiege, I haue already fwoinc. 

That is, to liuc and fludy heere three yecres. 

But there arc other drift obferuanccs: 

As not to fee a woman in t hatterme, 

Which 1 hope .wellis not enrolled there. 

And one day in a weeke to touch no food • 

And but one mcale on euery day befidc: 

The which I hope is not enrolled there. 

And then to fi'tfepe but three houies in thenight-, 

And not be ieenc to winke of all the day. 

When I was wont to thinkc no barmcall nighc, , 

And make a darke night too of hal fe the day : 

Which I hope well is not enrolled there. . 

O, thefc are barren taskes. too bard to keepe, 

Not to fee Lady cs, fludy, fall, not fleepc . 

Herd. Your oath is paft, to pafle away frem thefe* 

Berow. Letmefayno my Liedge, and ifyouplcafe, . 

I onely fworctoftudy with your grace. 

And day heere inypur Courtfor three yeeresfpace. 

Longa. Youfworeto that Berowne, and tothcrefl... 
Berate. By yea and nay fir, then I fwore iniefi. 

What isthe end offiudy,lctmeknow* 

Fee. Why that to know whicbellc .wcftipuld not know. 

Ber. Things hid &bard(youmeane) from common feefe, 

Herd. I, that is ftudies gpdrijkc recoin pence. 

Bero. Come on then, I will fweare to fludy, fo, 

To know the thing I am forbid to know: 

Astbus, toftudy where I well may dine , 

Whan Lto© faflcxpretlely am. forbid. ... 
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Louts Labours loft. 

Or fludy whereto roeete feme Miflrcfle fine, 

W hen M iftrclles from common fenfe are hid: 

Or hauing fworne too hard a,keeping oath, 

Studie to breake it, and not breakc my troth. 

]f ftudicsgaintbe thus, and thisbefoe, ] 

Studie knowes that which yet it doth not know, 

Swenre me to this, and l will nec’re fay no. 

Ferd. Thcfe be the flops that hinder ftudiequitc, 

And traine ourintcllefts to vaine delight. 

Ber . Why ?alldelightsarcvaine,andthatmoftvaiue 
Which with paiae purchas’d, doth inherit paine, 
Aspainefullytopoare vpon a Books , 

To fecke thelight of truth, while truth the while 
Dothfalfdy blindc the eye-fight of hi s locke s 
Light lecking light, doth light of light beguile 
So ereyou finde where lightin darkeneffelies. 

Your light growes darke by loofingof your eyes* 

Studie me how to pleafe the eye indeede. 

By fixing it vpon a fairer eye,: i 

Who dazling fo, that eye (hall be his heed, 

And giue him light that it was blinded by, 

Studie is like the heauens glorious Sunne, „ < 

That will not be deepe fearch’d with fawey lookes: 

Small haue continuall plodders euerwonne, 

Saue bale authority from others Bookes. ^ i 

Thefe Earthly Godfathers of heauens lights. 

That giue a name to euery fixed Starre, 

Haue no more profit of their (hieing nights, 

Then thofe that walkc and wot not what they ate. 

Too much to know, isto knownoughtbut fame a 
And euery Godfather can giue a name. 

Fer. How well hee’s read, to reafon againft s>eadingj . 

FDum. Proceeded well, to ftbpail good proceeding*: 

Lon. Hce weedes the corne, and flill lets grow the weeding'.' 
Ber. The fpring is neare when greenegeefle arc abrcedtng, . 
Hum. How folio wes that/ 

Ber. Fitin hisplace and time. .. 

Hum. In reafon nothing. 

Ber.. Something then in rime. 

A 3 Ferd-. . 
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